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The blue skies and water off Zakynthos Town, which has temperatures in the mid-70s in September Photo: Getty Immages
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To escape the miserable
British summer and enjoy some
of that Mamma Mia-style feel-
good factor: blue skies, beach
tavernas, turquoise sea, the buzz
of cicadas and the scent of pine
and herbs. The most southerly
of the Ionian islands, Zakynthos
(also known as Zante) has tem-
peratures in the mid-70s in
September - and it’s much
greener than its parched, end-
of-summer Aegean neighbours.

Unless you want English pubs
and all-night partying, avoid the
pockets of booze-and-brawl
tourism along the south coast
that have tarnished the island’s
reputation (Laganas is particu-
larly grim) and stick to the beau-
tiful, unspoilt north and moun-
tainous west of the island. Or
base yourself on the pine-forest-
ed Vasilikos peninsula in the
south-east, most of which has
been protected from large-scale
development because of the log-
gerhead turtles that breed on
Gerakas beach.

Stay at...

Orfos Villas (www.orfos-vil-
las.gr) in Agios Nikolaos on the
north-east coast, a group of four
comfortably furnished and well-
equipped houses in a peaceful
hillside location. Each has a
small pool and shaded balcony
with stupendous views. Book
through the British tour operator
Peligoni (01243 511499,
www.peligoni.com), from £165 a
night for a villa sleeping up to six.

Panorama Studios in Agios
Nikolaos (0030 269 503 1013,
www.zanteweb.gr/zakynthos.zan
te/en/panorama-studios) has 11
clean, freshly decorated, good-
value rooms, each with a bath-
room, cooking area and terrace
or balcony from [30 (£24) a
night for a double including
breakfast; no pool.

The new boutique hotel
Belvedere (www.belved-
erezante.com) sits on a hill
overlooking Gerakas and Porto
Roma bays. Attractively deco-
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It's not just endangered
sea life that enjoys the unspoilt
coastline of the Greek island
of Zakynthos - it’s ideal
for those in search of sunshine
before winter bites in the UK.

ital, Zakynthos Town.

Once known as the Venice of
the south, it was flattened in the
1953 earthquake, but the area
around Solomos and St Mark’s
squares has been sensitively
rebuilt and has a cheerful, buzzy
atmosphere. There is a model of
the original Venetian town, and
artefacts from the pre-earth-
quake era, in the Museum of

In her article "Zakynthos, Greece: The perfect break" for the Daily Telegraph (3.9.2008),
Joanna Symons writes about the island of Zakynthos (also known as Zante), which offers

warm temperatures in the month September and beautiful landscape to enjoy. "With
turquoise seas, the pine-forested Vasilikos peninsula and limestone caves and arches,
Zakynthos is the perfect September break," writes Symons.

rated in blues and whites, it has
a nautical feel and lovely views
from the pool. From £60 per
person per night with breakfast,
or £612 for a week’s flight-inclu-
sive package through Simpson
Travel (020 8392 5852,
www.simpsontravel.com).

Spend the morning...

On a boat trip from the little
Bort at Agios Nikolaos (for about

20). This is the best way to
explore the island’s craggy north-
ern coast and one of Zakynthos’s
prize sights, the dramatic Blue
Caves. Swim and snorkle among
the limestone caves and arches,
which reflect the improbably
turquoise sea. Most trips contin-
ue for more swimming at
Shipwreck Cove — a picture-post-
card arc of white sand and peb-
bles accessible only from the
water, where you’ll see the hulk
of a cigarette smugglers’ ship that
beached there 30 years ago.

Lunch at...

The little hamlet of Micro
Nisi on the north-east coast,
with a choice of two restaurants.
Vardiola, known locally as
Nicos (0030 694 767 0624), is on
the right of the main road as you
head north, with a balcony look-
ing out to sea; excellent pork

steaks for [I7. The eponymous
Micro Nisi restaurant (0030 697
305 0680) serves simple taverna
dishes on a terrace overlooking
the ocean; main courses from
[010. Down on the south coast,
the simple little beach bar
Notos, at Kaminia, is tricky to
find but worth the effort for a
glimpse of the Greece of 40
years ago. Take the road from
Lithakia to Keri and turn left
after 700m on winding tracks
through ancient olive groves to
the thatched bar overlooking a
pebble beach and peaceful bay.

Stroll around...

The narrow lanes of Volimes
and other traditional hill vil-
lages such as Exo Chora — and
Kampi, with its fabulous sunset
views. There are some spectacu-
lar walks in the north and west
of the island — consult the reli-
able Zakynthos Sunflower
Complete Guide by Gail
Schofield (Sunflower Books,
£12.99) for directions and help-
ful maps. Walking to Heal
(www.walkingtoheal.com)
organises guided walking holi-
days all over the north of the
island. Or, for a more urban
experience, wander along the
waterfront and around the
squares and passages of the cap-

Once known as the Venice of the south, Zakynthos Town was hit by an earth-
quake in 1953 but has been sensitively re-built Photo: Getty Images

Post-Byzantine Art in Solomos
Square. Don’t miss Agios
Dionysios church, which was
rebuilt in the mid-20th century
but is impressive none the less.

Honey and olive oil (but
remember you can’t carry them
in your hand luggage) from
roadside stalls around the

island. Volimes is the centre for
carpets, lace and other tradi-
tional handicrafts.
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Have dinner at...

One of the island’s simple tav-
ernas serving local dishes.
Zakynthos is not a foodie desti-
nation, but La Storia in the little
port of Agios Nikolaos (0030
269 503 1635) has a superb set-
ting with tables right on the
beach and lights twinkling across
the harbour. The sea bream is a
good choice if they have it;
about [125 a head with wine.

Kaminaki in Anno Volimes
(0030 269 503 1304) is run by
the exuberant Dennis and has
excellent spit-roast suckling pig;
dinner about [120 a head.

Stay up late at...

Mahogani Art Cafi (0030 269
503 1534) in Agios Nikolaos (on
the left as you approach the port
from the south). White walls
and sofas, modern paintings,
eyebrow-raising sculptures,
great cocktails and music.

Recover at...

Gerakas beach, a perfect
curve of golden sand, set right at
the tip of the Vassilikos penin-
sula; those loggerhead turtles
know how to pick a good spot.

Perhaps the most famous of the island’s beautiful beaches is the picture post-
card stretch of white sand along Shipwreck Cove
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Away from the more developed south of the island, much of Zakynthos remains
unspoilt Photo: Getty Images



